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In Montgomery County, just north of 
The Woodlands, the busy interchange 
of Interstate 45 and State Highway 
242 will undergo some changes that 
will make access to both highways 
easier for 
motorists in 
the future.  This 
intersection 
was recently 
ranked as one of 
the 10 busiest 
in the greater 
Houston area.  
LJA is currently 
completing 
the design 
for a project 
which will be 
the inaugural 
project for the 
Montgomery 
County Toll Road 
Authority.  

�We have been working closely with 
Commissioner Ed Chance and their 
transportation program manager to 
get this project accelerated,� said Jeff 
Collins, LJA Senior Vice President.  
�In addition to Commissioner 
Chance, Judge Alan Sadler and 
Commissioners Mike Meador, Craig 
Doyal and Ed Rinehart should be 
applauded for Montgomery County�s 

use of innovative transportation 
funding methods and we are excited 
about helping them on their �rst toll 
authority project.�

The existing IH 45/SH 242 
interchange will be modi�ed with 
the addition of direct connector 
ramps.  A direct connector is a 
separate and dedicated structure, 
often referred to as a �yover, which 
provides uninterrupted access between 
highways.  By using a direct connector, 
the motorist does not have to exit the 
highway and can avoid the congestion 

usually encountered in conventional 
at-grade intersections.  

A new direct connector ramp from 
northbound IH 45 to westbound SH 

242 will give travelers 
easy and ef�cient access 
to locations such as 
Montgomery College.  
Motorists eastbound on 
SH 242 will likewise be 
provided a direct connector 
to IH 45 southbound.  LJA 
has also been asked to look 
at adding a third direct 
connector from northbound 
IH 45 to eastbound SH 
242.  It is planned that 
these direct connectors will 
have full electronic tolling.

LJA modi�ed the original 
design to enhance project 
safety and constructability.  
Final structural and 
roadway design are now 

underway.  The project is scheduled 
for construction early in 2008.  Paul 
Bright, PE, is the Senior Project 
Manager in charge of the design. 

NEWSLETTER
Public Infrastructure

Additional Access for Busy Intersection
LJA Selected by Montgomery County to Prepare PS&E for Two Direct Connectors on SH 242

For more information, visit our website at www.ljaengineering.com4

Wilson Wong, PE, 
has been promoted 
to Senior Project 
Manager in the 
Transportation 
Highway/Bridge 

Division of LJA.  In his new 
role, Wilson will manage the 
Structural/Bridge Group within the 
Transportation Division.

Brandon Copeland 
has been promoted to 
Lead GIS (Geographic 
Information Systems) 
Developer.  In his new 
role, Brandon will lead 

the GIS development team and will 
focus on external GIS clients and 
internal LJA web applications.

Marcia Yim has been 
promoted to GIS 
Manager.  In her 
new role, Marcia will 
design and implement 
databases, produce 

environmental constraints maps, test 
GIS analysis tools, and support multi-
level environmental analyses.

Matthew Johnson, PE, 
has been promoted to 
Project Manager in the 
Transportation Division 
of LJA.  Matthew�s 
transportation 

experience includes traf�c impact 
analyses, warrant studies and signal 
and intersection design.
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Steve Young, RPLS, has 
joined LJA as a Project 
Surveyor in the Houston 
Surveying Division.  
Steve has more than 25 
years of experience in 

all aspects of land surveying, including 
boundary, topographic, construction, 
utility relocation, survey for design, 
master control layout, �rst order 
monumentation, and leveling.  

William Dupal, PE, 
has joined LJA as a 
Structural Engineer 
in the �rm�s Houston 
Transportation 
Division.    William has 

more than 11 years of experience in 
the transportation engineering �eld, 
including the preparation of PS&E on 
structural bridge and roadway design 
projects.  

Fei Long, PE, has 
joined LJA as a 
Project Manager in 
the Transportation 
Division of LJA.  Fei 
has seven years of 

experience in transportation and 
structural engineering including design 
for concrete, wood and steel structures.  
He has performed structural design 
and analysis for complex prestressed 
concrete and steel bridges. 

Clay Forister, PE, 
LJA Transportation 
Project Manager, 
was selected as 
the recipient of the 
2007 Daniel W. 

Mead Prize for Younger Members 
Certi�cate of Commendation by the 
American Society of Professional 
Engineers.  The award is presented 
to recognize outstanding papers on 
professional ethics.

Achievements
LJA recently received two 
nationally recognized awards.  
Our latest accomplishments 
include a ranking of 249 in the 
Engineering News-Record�s  Top 
500 Design Firms and a ranking 
of 56 in The Zweig White Letter�s 
200 Fastest-Growing A/E/P & 
Environmental Consulting Firms.




